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ABSTRACT -i***- 

' Between 1972 and 1^3, 183 white and 148 black 
houseliold heads and/or JhomemakeTs living in 6 low income^ open 
country^ Mississippi counties we^c^jlnterviewed for purposes of , 
identifying and comparing family fears/worries and wishes/hopes. 
About 40% of the respondents wer^ retired or disabled^ and the 
ma jority ^ were: 'female; over 50 years oldj lacking a ^completed high- 
school education; and low s/killed workers. Results indicateid that of 

^ those who re-?ponded to the question about fears/worries^ 37,5% said 
they had none; blacks ayeraged 1,28 (fears/worries) per person; and 
whij:es averaged 1 ^ach. Although the rank order was different for 

^ blacks and whites^ the* fears/worries cited ^ most frequently were in , 
the economics^ healthy anVchildren categories. Of ♦thx)se responding 
to the wishes/hopes/questiVn^ 17; 9% stated that they had none; blacks 
^avecaged 1,66 wishes/hopes per person; aiid whites^ averaged 1 • 15 each. 
The wishes/ho pea^jDOSt frequently cited were in the areas of 
econonics^ •health,' housing^ and children. Comparison of the 
fears/worries fcategory with/ the wishes/hopes category revealed a 
significatt sinilarity. Although the Mississippi quality of life as 
oeasared by socioteconoiic indicators had improveja between 1960 and 
197iQ^^^the responses ^both groups indicated^preoccupation with the 
lower level needs on a need hierarchy, (JC) 
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INTRODUCTION 

Th6 quality of life fgr Mississippians seems tq' have increased between i^60 
and 1970. In g-^neral, tHis^was the case with respect to most of the indica^rs mea- 
suring income, poverty, employment, education, housing, health and welfare for 
the state as a whole (SoUie, et. 'al. , 1975) and for the six low income counties 
(Frese, et. al. , 1975 c, s^ind Jones et. al. ) included in this study Given that 

more families have their Basi9 neSds fulfilled they should become increasingly, more 
preoccupied with higher l^vel needs (S^e Clark, I960 and lilaslow, 1970). That is, 
just like in^iivid.uals^, op$ would expect Hhigher" family needs to become activated 
as "lower" ones are satisfied. By the same'token, as the more ba^ic economic, 
housing and safety needs are increasingly fulfilled one would expect that a family 
would warjit more elabojrate needs fulfilled, e.g. , vacation^ a swimming pool, ^tc. 
This should be particularly true'sirice the mass media, especially television, is 
increasingly reaching more families living in the southern rural areas (Frese, 
1975> exj^osing them to a greaterVariety of^onsumer goods, better life styles, etc. 
The desftre for and the fear of bein& deprived bf certaip needs should^ be reflected 
in theJfears and worries and wishes Jind hopes of a family as expressed by its head 
OK hoyiemaker . Because our data is for only one t;ime period it is not possible to 
examine changes in our variables through time, we can however dejf^t^ine at what 
level our open country respondents are with respect to their fears and worries and 
their wishes and hopes in 1972-1973^and if not compjletely at least partially support 
or' refute the^ above reasoning . ^ ^ * ^ 

More specifically, the mairi purpose! of this/pap<5r\^ to examine tlie kinds of 

^a) fears and v/orries 5ind (b) wishes and'hopes tHa,^tqp'm'Xlt>untry^Mississi ' 

families havd . After determining the^types of fears arid worries and the types ^ 
wishes and hopes they will be compared. ' 

^METttODOLOpY : ' , 
_ ^ The Sample 
County SeJleCtign Procedure " 4 ; 

The S-79 regional research project (from which our data were obtained) is 
a follow-up of the S~44^projeit conducted in 1960, therefore, -the counties in the 
S-79 study are those selected for the o/arlier study. In the S-44 study, the 1954 , 
Farm Operators Family Lavel-df-Living Index (Hagood, 1957) was used in order^Jo 
select a sample of low income counties in such a way as to assure their represent^ 
ativenesfe-of those areas in the Southern Region with either substantially or ser- : 
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iously low incomes. The six Mississippi counties selected were Clay, Coahoma., 
Holmes, Lawrence, Neshoba and Tunica. These counties ^re not contiguous but 
in separate parts of the state, .Some pertinent social and economic characteristics 
for these counties ^re presented in Table 1/ ^ ^ . 
Respondent Selection '^Procedure 

, An area samj^ling procedure was employed to obtain the sample of households 
to'be interviewed. The six Mississippi counties included in the study were divid^ 
^d into small-area sample segments. Next, "a random selection of the small-area 
segments was obtained and within these segments a random sample of households 
was drawn. The number of households sampled in each segment was determined 
by a quota system (set forth in the S-79 guidelines).^ The household head and/or 
homemaker was interviewed in order to assertain family fear s^ and worries and 
wishes and hopes. In Mis^is^sippi, 183 white and 1,48 blaqk households were i^ter- 
vie\wed bet^yeen mid 1972 and mid 1973. Household respondents, as, can be ^een in 
, Table ^, are predominately (a) female, '.(b) over 50 years-old, (c) with les6 than 
a^higji school education and (d) in low skilled jobs. About 40 percent of the house- 
Ijold respondents Were retired or disabled. 

X Data Analysis 

Th^a questions dealing with wishes and hopes and fears and worries analyzed 
in this stuay were worded in the interview schedule as follows: 

All of us want certain things out of life for our families. When you think 
about things which really matter for your family, what are yovir wishes 
and hopes for the. future? In other words, *df you imagine your farfiily's 
future in the best possible light, what would your family^ s life book look 
like then, if your family is tQ be happy? 

Take your time in answering: such things are not easy to put into words. 
#(Permissive probes) What are your hopes for the futuxe?<' What would 
' yobr family's life have to be like to be completely happy? What is 
miB$ing for your family to be happy? Use also, if necessary, what 
• ' - ' ar6 yo^ur dreama? .Your^esii-es? CObligatory probe) Anything else? 

'I^ow take th6 other side of ^he picturfe, what are your fears and worries 
p • about the future of your famify? In other words, if you imagine your 
- family^s future in the wor^t possible light, what would your-family's 
life look like then? 

A^ain, take your time in answering. ? 

#(Permissible probe) WJiat would make for unhappiness? Stress the 
^ ideas of "fears", and "worries". (Obligatory, probe) Anything else? 
The answers to each of these questions were subjected to content .analysis in order 
to develop two typologies, one dealing with fekxs and worries and the other with, . 
wishes and hopes. It should be pointed out that individuals were able to list more ^- 
than one fe,ar or worry and i^ore than one wish or hope. Furthermore, for each 
quesition^we included only those people who responded 'Sfnce we felt that the' no 
responses were r^actin^ differently from those who said they had no fears and 
worries or wishes and hopes. There were 43 individuals out of 331 (13.0 percent) 
who did not respond to the fears and worries questions and 19 people (5.7 percent) 
who did not respond to the v{ishes and hi^pes question. 
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RESULTS ' 
Fears and Worries about th6 Future 
• Of the 331 interviewees, 288 responded to this question mentioning a total of 
204 fears and worries about the future for an average of .71 per person. Of the 
288 people who responded 37.5 percent (108) had ho fears or worries about the 
future. A greater percentage of blabks who responded e:x5)ressed fears and worries 
about the future (65.9%) than was true for white respondents (59.6%) . Comparing 
the blacks and whites who had fears and worries we found that 87 blacks mentioned 
111 fears and worries for an average of 1.28 per person while 93 whites mentioned 
one fear or worry each. a ' 

Table 3 contains a "typology" of fears and worries which show that/for the 
total sample, economic fe^s and worries were mentioned most frequently (34.3%) 
followed by fears and worrie.s ab.out health (27. 0%) . Fears and worries related 
to'the respondents* children were ranked third (23.5%). Crime was mentioned only 
,4.9 percent of the time while miscellaneous fears and worries amounted to 10.3 p^er- 
cent of those expressed. Comparing black and white respondents' ranking of the. 
three categories most frequently mentioned shows an interesting difference. Black . 
respondents mentioned economic fears and worries most often followed by fears 
and worries about their children and their health, respectively. White respond- 
ents meTntioned health fears an4 worries most often follpwed very closely by econ- 
omic fears* and worries. F^ars and worries about children also ranked third for 

white s . . - ' ^ 

.Comparing specific fears in the economic category shows some interesting 
black-white differences. , Black respondents were more worried about how to make 
money, receiving welfare*and that their car would break down in the future than 
were white respondents. Whites were more concerned about being unable to pay 

' bills, a depression, and business or farm failure than was true for blacks. . 
Diffejrences silso existed in the children category, namely, whites mentioned fears 
and Worries about the safety of their children more often than the blacks. On the 

' other hand^, blacks mentioned the inability to keep their children in school or 
college, their children's employment and that their chi)dren '^will go wrong" more 

often than whites. m 

Wishes and Hopes for the FiAure 
' There were 353 wishes and hopes for the future mention^ by the 312 people 
who responded to this question or an average of 1 . 13 wishes or hopes per respond- 
ent. Only 17.9 percent (56) of the individuals who responded had no wishes or 
hopes for the future~16.8 percent of the black and 18.8 percent of the white respond- 
ents. The 114 blocks who had wishes and hopes mentioned a total of 189 or an aver- 
age of 1.66 wishes and hopes each. Whites expressing wishes and hopes for the 
future numbered 142 with a total of 164 wishes and hopes or an average of 1.15 
wishes and hopes per person. ^ 

•Table 4 shows that for the total sample economic wishes and hopes were 
mentioned most often (26.4% of the time) followed by housing, health and then wishes 
and hopes about the respondents' children. Wishes and hopes about religion and 
the miscellaneous category were each mentioned less than eight percent of the time. 
Comparing the black-white ranking of .the four most mentioned categories, the 
black respondents mentioned the economic category most often with the housing. 
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liealth, and children categories being mentioned abo4it the same number of times . 
White interviewees' r?inking of the top four ca,te^ories was the same ^s it was for 
the iotal sample ^ The i>ercentage difference fqr whites is less between the top two 
(economic and housing) categ;oriesi than is the cadte for blacks. 

^ Within the health and housing categories there is little difference between the 
specific wishes and hopes mentioned by blacks-and whites^ The other two categor- 
ies, economic and children, did show some interesting racial variations. With re- 
spect to the^ economic category , blacks more often mentioned such things as ^getting* 
more or better jobs, having more food arid clothing, and'being ablp to get a new car 
than whites. In the children ca.tegory, the blacks were mdre concerned than whites 
about their children having a good marriage Shd being able to take care of their 
children and relatives , ^vhites on the other hand were more concerned about their 
children being able to take care o|[ themselves^ ' - - 

Pearjs and Worries versus Wishes and Hopes 

Examining the results for those people in the total sample who responded 
shows that per person more wishes and hopes than fears' and worries were men- 
tioned.' Excluding those who said they had no fears or worries and tho^e who said 
they" had no mshes and hopes about the future shows that on the average individ- 
uals stiJ^l had more wishes and hopes (1.38 per person) than fears and worries 
(1. 13 per person) Black-white comparisons indicate that both blacks and whites 
had more wishes and hopes per person than they did fears and worries. ^ 

Comparing fears Snd worries V.dth typias-of wishes a^ hopes in Tables three 
and four shows a great deal of similarity, that is, categories and their rankings are 
very similar in the two tables. The main exceptioga*, housing, was second among 
the wishes and hopes but v/as plg^ced in the "other" category among the fears and , 
•worries because it was mentioned only twice, as a fear or wor^ry. Crime related 
fears an^^ worries comprised only about five percent of the total fears and worries 
while crime related wishes and. hopes, were not specifically mentioned at all 
Religion on the other hand ^jconiprised about eight percent of th^ wishes and hopes 
while only one indivi<^ual mentioned fhat they were worriedvtfflSt their family 
wouldn^t 'Uive for the Lord. ' ' N 

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION 

In ^this papdr we typed the fears and worries and wishes and hopes of open 
country Mississippi families. Examining fears and worries at an abstract level it 
was discovered that of those who responded to the (question about fears arid worries 
37.5 percent said they had none.. Black respondents who had fears and worries 
i^.veraged 1.28 per person while the white re»spondents av^aged one each . The 
types of fears and worries most frequently mentioned dealth with economics, healtH 
^nd children. Although their rank order is different for blacks than whites these 
three types of fears and worries weris primary for each groxlp. ^ / 

. A look at the wishes and hopes of open country Mississippi residents shows 
that of ^hose who responded to this question 17^9 percent statefd that they^had none. 
Black respondents, expressed an average of 1.66 wishes and hopes^per .person while 
white. respondents averaged 1.15 each. The wi$hes and hopes fell primarily into 
four cat^gor'iesi economic, housing, health and children. 

/)Comparing types of fear^ and worries with types of wishes and hopes showed 
a surprising similarity in categories. The major difference bejing the housing 
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category included in the four moSt mentioned wishes and hopes, it was mentioned , 
only twice as a fear or worry and thus put in the "other" category in that typology. 
. It is interesting to note the least mentioned category in each typology - crime 
thte case of fears and worries and religion in the case of wishes and hqpes. 

^ ' Relating these findings'to our earlier discussion of a hierarchy of needswe 
found that most of the fears and worries about thfe future dealt with being dej£S«^ed 
of very basic needs, those which would. fall ratffer low in the hierarchy. For 

example: " , * 

Not. having enough money to get aLong. 

Afraid my car is going to break d^am. ^ • ' '.. 

J worry ^about my health. • « 

Dot being able to send the children to school. „ 
No one mentioned any needs which would be extremely high on the hierarchy such 
as the family being deprived of taking a trip to Europe or being unable to purchase 

^ ^ '''^Similar resJxs were obtained with respect to most of the wishes and hopes of . 
open coVintry families. Typical examples included the following: 
' Hdpe we can always continue to have plenty of Jood. 

To get an inside Utth because I believe it will make us happier, 
Hope that the girl (Ellie Jean) can find a good husband and a father for ■ 
■ her baby. Her future husband ran off and left her before^ they were 

married. ° . ' ' . 

i Would like to have some cows and do some farming. ■ 
J would like td buy some more milk cows and get .to heaven when I dye. 
.The more elaborate wishes and hopes mentioned included such.thmgs as getting a , 
new house or hoping their children will be able to go on a trip . As with the e^ise 
of fears and worries, there were no wishes and hopes wl|ich would fall near the 
top o^the hierarchy (e.g. wishing for a Rolls Royce and chauffeur, a two year . 
trip around the world for the entir? family, etc.) . 

Perhaps those who said they had no fears or worries (37 . 5%) and those who ^ 
-said th^y had no wishes or hppes (17.9%) have all of their needs fulfilKed. While 
this may be ti-ue for some, many of our none responses were of a fatalistic rather 

. °^rLrtflln^t ne^^^^ ^* ^^^'ouse what's going th happen 

is going 'to, happen. _ ■c>^ . 

Don't like \to think about such things. _ ■ 

I really ^dn't have no hopes or wishes for the future^becquse J know 
that they would be useless and would not come true.' I just let the _ 
good Lord take care of everything. . ^ - 

If the types of fears and worries and wishes and hopes are any indication of 
the level of the needs whiejh are being satisfied, it appears that almost all of the 
open country Mississippi residents in the^six "low income" counties studied ^e v . ' - 
still near the bottom of the need hierarchy. Thus even though most quality of life , . , 
iridicltors shovlred an improvement for these counties, the open country residents 
have a long way to go before they approach the high levels of the hierarchy of needs. 
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Table 2. S.eleMed Characteristics of Respondents 



Total 



Black 



.White 



Sex ^ 

Male 
Female 



40% 
60% 



.43% 
57% 



38% 
62% 



Age ' 
Under 35 
35-4^ 
50-64 .' 
65 + 

Education 

Less than 9th Grade 
Some. High School 
High School Diploma 
1 - 4 Ifears of College 
Haster's Degree or Above 



16.0% 
20.0% 
31.. 7% 
32.3% 



55.-0% 
21.5% 



12.4% 
10.8% 
0.3% 



12.2% 
20.9%' 
32.4% 
34.5% 

V 

81.^% 
12.3% 
3.4% 
2.5% 



19.1% 
19.2% 
31.1% 
30.6% 



33.3% 
29.^% 
19.7% 
17.5% 
0:5% 



Occupation 
Homemaker ^ 

Farm operator or manager 
Farm laborer or foreman 
Manager, ^fr»prieto5r 

(except farm, professional, 

technical) 
Sales ' . ♦ 

Clerical 

Craftsman and: Foreman* 

Operatives 

Service Workers 
• Domestic Service 
■ Labor , " 

Unpaid family labor - 

Disabled * " 

Retired 

Unemployed 

Military service 

No information 

Numb er in Sample 



3.0% 
9.7% 
15.7% 



° 1.5% 
3.0% 
0.3% 
3.3% 
5.7%; 
1.5% 

i:o% 
13;6% 



15.1% 
25.. 7% 
0.»3% 

0.'6% 

331 ^ 



4.1% 
4.7% 
27.7% 



0.7% 



8.1% 
0.7% 
2.0% 
11.5% 



18.2% 

n.6%fj- 

0.7%' 



2.2%, 
J13.7% 
6.0% 



2.7% 
4.9% 
0.5% 
6.0% 
3.8% 
2.2% 



15.3% 



12.6% 



29.0% 



1.1% 



148^ 



183 



Table 3. Types of Fears an4 Worries of Open. Country 
Mississip^ians abbut the Future 
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Typ'e of Fear 

or Worry " * , 


Total Sattple 


'Blacks . 


0 > 

Whites 


4 

. Economic * 


. 34.^%(70) 


, 37.0%(41) ^ ^ = 


31.2%(29) .f 


\ Health ^ * 


27.0%(55)' - 


21.6%(24). ' /' 


33.3%(31) 


Children 


23.5%(^8) i ' 


\ 

27.9%(31) 'y 


iB.3%(17) 


Crime 


'( . 4..9%(10) 


; '2.7%(3) • 


•7.5%(7) 


'i. Other ^ 


10.3%(2D 


10.8%(i2) 


9.7%(9) 


Total Fears and 
Worries Mentioned^ 

■ ' * * 


' f ^ - 
.. 100%(2ff4) ' - 


100%(111> 


10.0%(93) 

i. 


r Table 4. Types of Wishes and Hopes for the 
^ ^ Futi:^re of Open Country Mississippi^ni 

V ■ - • A ~; . . • ~ ■ 




Type oJ^i^h 
or Hope * 


jgiy " ' ^ ;^ 

Total Sample 

V 


Blacks 


<i 

Whites 


Economic 


26.4%(93) 


28.6%(54) ^- 

* * 


23.8%(3.9) 


Housing 

t • 


21.2%C75) . 


20.1%(38) . ^ 


22.6%(37) 


Health 


20.7%C73) • 


*20.1%(38) 


21'.3%(35) 


Children ^ \ 


* 18.1%(64) 


'l9.6%C37) 

i 


16.5^(27) 


A 

Religion \ 


' 7.7%(27) J 


' 6.3%'(12) 


, 9.1%(15) • 


other ^ i 


5.9%(21)/ 

K • 


S 5.3%(^0) , ' 


6.7%(H) 


Total Wishes and 
Hopes * Mentioned 


i 

1P0%C353) 


\100%(189), 


100%(164) 
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FOOTNOTES 

ISee the county selection procedure section of this papter for the criteria used 
to establish these as low income counties. X ^ ' ^ , 

?These segments had been selected «^ thfe S-44 project, a predecessor of the ^ 
Sr7|^ project. For a- more detailed discussio^ts^ the sampling procedure, see 
"Sample Design for the Regional Rural Sociology Project, S-44, " 1960. - . ^ 

3For fui-ther information on the sampling procedure, see, for example:^ 
A. L. Coleman, et.al., 1973; and Hanns G. Piep^erV^. al., 1974. _ 

^The term typology is psed in a loose sense because it was necessary, for ^ 
parsimony, to include a miscellaneous category. ^ 
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